Specimens of Membracidae belonging to the genus Hamma collected in several surveys conducted between 2009 and 2012 in Gabon were examined. They represent six species, of which three are described as new to science: Hamma boulardi n. sp., Hamma carlini n. sp., Hamma franciscae n. sp.
Introduction
The Gabon represents one of the most well-conserved natural areas in the South Saharan Africa and a sanctuary of the equatorial forest. Its policy about wildlife conservation is encouraging and tends to promote research for knowledge and conservation.
The present work is the first of a series addressing the family Membracidae Rafinesque, 1815. Systematic studies on these insects have increased recently, but not yet sufficiently to invalidate the statement of Buckton (1905) (1866), Goding (1932 ), Capener (e.g., 1968 , 1972 ), and Boulard (e.g., 1968 
